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Governor Jefferson, who was to become President of
the United States, and at another time he made a savage
raid on the patriots near Andrew's home, killing and
injuring so many that a little log church had to be
turned into a hospital for the wounded.
Andrew Jackson never forgot these events of his boy-
hood. There were no proper beds, no trained nurses,
but his mother and the wives and daughters of the
settlers bound up the shattered bodies of the injured
and did everything possible to ease their sufferings,
while Andrew and other boys fetched water and did all
they could to help. It was a terrible time, and the sights
and sounds he saw and heard bred in young Jackson a
fierce dislike of the British, and were no doubt the chief
reasons why he went and joined the patriot army. He
felt he must do something to help free his country from
such men as Tarleton, and though he was only thirteen
years old, he was soon fighting staunchly by the side
of men twice and three times his age.
Andrew's first taste of soldiering did not last long,
however. In 1781 he was taken prisoner, and seeing that
he was only a boy, and expecting obedient service from
one so young, one of the British officers decided that
Andrew would make a useful servant. So he had the
boy brought into his presence and, as a beginning,
ordered him to clean a pair of boots. Andrew, however,
had no intention of working for his captors, and instead
of obeying, he drew himself erect, shook his head, and
calmly replied that he was a prisoner of wax and not a
servant. Here was impudence! At first the officer could
hardly believe his ears; then, realising that Andrew

